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starting-place, but it is perhaps better to regard Matipur
as the "this" of the text from which the pilgrim goes north
300 li. This construction is in agreement with the Life
which has no mention of Mayura.

To the north of this country (Brahmapura), and in the Great
Snow Mountains, was the Suvarnagotra country. The superior
gold which it produced gave the country its name. This was
the "Eastern Woman's Country" (that is, of the Chinese) so called
because it was ruled by a succession of women. The husband
of the queen was king, but he did not administer the govern-
ment. The men attended only to the suppression of revolts and
the cultivation of the fields. This country reached on the east
to Tku-fan (Tibet), on the north to Ehoten, and on the west to
San-p'o-ha (Malasa).

The Suvarnagotra country of this passage is perhaps
the Suvarnabhu or Gold-region in the north-east division
of the Brihat-Sanhita, which Kern regards as "in all likeli-
hood a mythical land". * Our pilgrim was taught to iden-
tify this district with the "Eastern Woman's-Country" of
his countrymen, which is undoubtedly a mythical region.
Further the situation of the Eastern Woman's Country is
far away from the region in which Tuan-chuang places
his Suvarnagotra. This name is translated properly in a
note to the text by "the Golds" that is, the Gold family,
but the author evidently regarded the name as meaning
"the land of gold".

KU-P'I-SANG-NA (GOVISANA).

From Matipur the pilgrim continued his journey, he goes on
to state, travelling south-east for above 400 li to the country of
Ku-pli-$kuang(or sang)-na. This country was above 2000 li in
circuit; and its capital, which was 14 or 15 li in circuit, was a
natural stronghold. There was a flourishing population: every-
where was a succession of blooming woods and tanks: the cli-
mate and natural products were the same as those of Matipur.
The people had honest sincere ways, they applied themselves to
learning and were fond of religious merit: most of them
were non-Euddhists, and sought the joys of this life. There

* Ind. Ant. Tol. XXII. p. 190.